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Courts possess certain inherent powers whose exercise is essential to the function of the judicial department, to the 
maintenance of its authority, or to its capacity to decide cases. 


Courts' authority to act not only derives from the constitutional or statutory source of the courts' jurisdiction! but also from the 
courts' inherent authority and power,” by virtue of their existence as courts,” as necessary to exercise jurisdiction, administer 
justice,’ preserve independence and inte grity, and govern that which is essential to the existence, dignity, and function of courts 


as courts.° 


A court's inherent powers are not derived from a legislative grant or a specific constitutional provision but from the very fact 
that the court has been created and charged with certain duties and responsibilities.” The courts' existence as direct creatures 


of the constitution is the source of broad inherent authority.® 


The inherent power of a court derives from the separation of governmental power between the three branches of state 
government.” The test of a court's inherent authority is applied with due consideration for the other branches of government 


and does not rely on inherent authority to serve the relative needs or wants of the judicial branch. 19 


The courts' inherent powers as courts are not absolute. l For example, a court's inherent authority does not allow it to act where it 
would otherwise lack jurisdiction. 12 However, among the courts' inherent powers is the power to determine if it has jurisdiction 


before proceeding. L 
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CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 
Cases: 


Trial courts have inherent authority to carry out their duties, including as reasonably required to allow them to efficiently perform 
their judicial functions; to protect their dignity, independence, and integrity; and to effectuate their lawful actions. People v. 
Justice, 2023 CO 9, 524 P.3d 1178 (Colo. 2023). 


Courts have inherent equity, supervisory, and administrative powers as well as inherent power to control litigation process 
before them, but these inherent powers to administer and manage the litigation process are not the source of courts sentencing 
authority. Haw. Rev. Stat. § 706-600 et seq. State v. Agdinaoay, 150 Haw. 223, 500 P.3d 408 (2021). 
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As to the jurisdiction and power of courts to determine their own jurisdiction, generally, see § 102. 
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